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LETTERS 

FROM  THE 

Rev.  Mr  DAVIES,  and  Others. 


.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Reverend  ’ 
Mr  Davies ,  relating  to  the  Rife  of  Re¬ 
ligion  in  Virginia.  Dated  1751.  * 

AS  an  Account  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs  and 
prefent  Situation  of  Religion  in  Virgi¬ 
nia,  may  not  only  gratify  good  people,  but 
animate  their  prayers  for  us,  I  fhould  charge 
myfelf  with  a  criminal  negleft  by  delaying  or 
refufing  to  publifh  the  marvellous  works  of 
the  Almighty  among  us. 

My  defign,  Sir,  is  not  to  boaft  of  Profe- 
lytes,  or  to  afpcrfe  the  Church  of  England 
here  eftablilhed  ;  but  I  hope  I  may  obferve, 
without  the  umbrage  of  calumny,  what  dares 
with  irrefiftible  evidence,  that  religion  has 
been,  and  in  mod  parts  of  the  Colony  {till  ;s 
in  a  very  low  Rate  :  Various  Vices  are  trium¬ 
phant,  and  even  a  Form  of  Godline fs  is  not 
common.— I  cannot  find  there  has  been  a 
Diffenting  Minifter  fettled  in  Virginia ,  till 
lately,  fince  its  firft  plantation  ;  and  many  of 
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the  populace  knew  little  or  nothing  of  any 
denomination,  but  that  in  which  they  had 
been  educated. 

I  have  reafon  to  hope  that  there  are  a  feiv 
names  in  various  parts  of  the  Colony,  who 
are  fincerely  feeking  the  Lord  in  the  Com¬ 
munion  of  the  Church  of  England.  Some 
of  this  happy  character  I  found  in  and  about 
Hanover ,  before  the  late  revival  of  Religion. 
Such  were  awakened,  as  they  told  me,  either 
by  their  own  ferious  reflections ,  fuggefted  and 
enforced  by  Divine  Energy ;  or  on  reading 
fome  Authors  of  the  laft  Century,  fuch  as 
B often ,  Baxter ,  Flavel ,  Banyan ,  &c.  and  they 
often  wondered  if  there  were  fuch  dodhrines 
taught  any  where  in  the  world  at  prefent,  as 
they  found  in  the  writings  of  thefe  good  men. 
In  this  cafe  about  ten  or  twelve  perfons,  who 
are  now  members  of  my  congregation,  con¬ 
tinued  for  fome  time. 

One  Mr  Sa?nuel  Morris ,  a  perfon  of  an 
active,  focial  fpirit,  who  had  been  extreamly 
anxious  about  his  eternal  ftate,  and  unwea- 
riedly  feeking  relief  by  all  the  means  within 
his  reach,  at  length  obtained  a  difeovery  of 
that  glorious  method  of  Salvation  through 
Jesus  Christ,  to  which  tinners,  from,  all 
the  ends  of  the  earth ,  look  and  are  laved  ;  and 
where  they  univerfally  agree  to  fix  all  their 
hopes.  —  After  this  difeovery  of  the  Gofpel, 
his  foul  was  anxious  for  the  falvation  of  his 
neighbours,  and  inflamed  with  zeal  to  ule 
means  to  awaken  them  ;  to  which  end  he 
read  to  them  fuch  authors  as  had  been  moll 
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ufeful  to  himfelf.  By  thefe  means  a  few  of 
his  neighbours  were  made  more  thoughtful 
about  Religion  than  ufual,  who  had  lived  till 
then  in  a  carelefs  ignorance  of  it.  —  I  have 
prevailed,  Sir,  with  this  my  good  friend, 
who  was  the  principal  private  inftrument  of 
promoting  the  revival  of  Religion,  to  give 
me  a  narrative  of  its  Rife  and  Progrefs  from 
this  period  to  my  fettlement  here,  which  I 
now  prefent  to  you. 


“  IN  the  year  1743,  a  young  gentleman 
arrived  from  Scotland  with  fome  manufcript 
fermons  of  the  Reverend  Mr  Whit e field" s, 
preached  in  Glafgow ,  taken  from  his  mouth 
“  in  fhort-hand  ;  which,  after  I  had  read 
with  great  liking  and  benefit,  I  invited 
my  neighbours  to  come  and  hear  :  the 
plainnefs,  popularity,  and  fervency  of  the 
difeourfes,  being  peculiarly  fitted  to  affedt 
our  unimproved  minds,  and  the  good  Lord 
rendring  the  word  efficacious,  many  were 
convinced  of  their  guilt  and  mifery,  and 
conftrained  to  feek  falvation  with  the  great- 
“  eft  folicitude.  —  A  confiderable  number 
met  every  Sabbath  to  hear  thefe  fermons. 
My  dwelling-houfe  was  too  final  1  to  con¬ 
tain  the  people,  whereupon  we  determined 
to  build  a  place  merely  for  Reading .  By 
this  very  mean  fundry  were  folemnly  awa¬ 
kened,  and  their  condudf  ever  fince  is  a 
living  atteftation  of  the  happy  iflue  of  their 
“  impreffions.  —  When  the  report  of  thefe 
fermons^  and  the  effedf  produced  by  read- 
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LETTERS  from  the 

ing  them  was  fpread  abroad,  I  was  invited 
to  fcveral  places  to  read  them,  at  a  confi- 
derable  diltance  \  and  by  this  means  the 
concern  was  propagated.— Thus  we  con- 
tinue.d  till  Providence  afforded  us  an  un¬ 
expected  opportunity  of  hearing  the  Rev, 
Mr  Robwfon ,  a  zealous,  faithful  Minifter 
of  Christ,  whole  labours  have  been 
greatly  bieffed  in  Penfylvanla ,  Maryland , 
and  other  parts. 

“  Having  fome  information  of  him,  he 
u  had  .an  invitation  lent  him  to  come  and 
preach  to  us.  He  continued  preaching  to 
us  lour  days  fuccefiively.  It  is  hard  for 
the  livened  imagination  to  form  an  idea  of 
the  condition  of  the  affembly,  on  thefe 
glorious  days  of  the  Son  of  Man.  Such 
oi  us  as  had  been  longing  after  a  Gofpel- 
miniftry  were  lolf  in  an  agreeable  confu- 
fion  of  ferious  pallions  ;  furprized,  afto- 
nillied,  pleafed,  enraptured  !  fo  that  we 
“  were  hardly  capable  of  felf-government. 
<c  We  were  overwhelmed  with  the  unex- 
“  peCted  goodnefs  of  God,  in  allowing  us 
to  hear  the  Gofpel  preached  in  a  manner 
that  even  furpaffed  our  former  withes,  much 
more  our  hopes.  Many  that  came  thro’ 
u  curiolity  were  pricked  to  the  hearty  and  but 
“  few  in  the  numerous  affemblies  on  thefe 
four  days  appeared  unaffected.  Before  he 
left  us,  he  put  us  into  a  method  of  pray - 
^  hig  and  finglng  together  at  our  public  meet- 
4  4  ings,  which  we  had  before  omitted. 
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cc  We  were  afterwards  occafionally  vifited 
by  the  Reverend  Meffieurs  J.  Blain ,  John 
<c  Roan ,  Gilbert  and  William  Tennants ,  &c. 
«  whofe  fervices  were  greatly  profpered.  In 
«  the  abfence  of  whom  we  returned  to  our 
former  way  of  reading ,  &c. — The  blefting 
of  God  remarkably  attended  thefe  private 
“  means  ;  it  was  really  aftonifhing  to  ob- 
«  ferve  the  folemn  impreflions  begun  and 
“  continued  in  many  by  hearing  good  dif- 
courfes  read .  I  had  repeated  invitations 
“  to  come  to  many  places  round,  fome  of 
“  them  thirty  or  forty  miles  diftant,  to  read. 
«  Confiderable  numbers  attended  with  foli- 
cc  citous  regard  ;  and  fundry  were,  in  a  judg- 
ment  of  charity,  truly  converted  unto  God  : 
66  and  thereupon  erected  Meeting-Houfes, 
<<  and  chofe  Readers  among  themfelves  ;  by 
“  which  the  work  was  more  extenfivcly  car- 
“  ried  on. 

«  Being  thus  deftitute  of  a  Minifter,  we 
“  were  joyfully  furprized  to  hear  that  the 
“  Reverend  Mr  Davies ,  our  prefent  Pallor, 
was  fent  by  the  Prefbytery  to  fupply  us 
iC  about  fix  weeks,  in  fpring,  Anno  1747. 
<(  For  which  feafonable  inftance  of  the  divine 
“  goodnefs  we  defire  to  offer  up  our  grate- 
ful  praifes,  fcfc.”  —  Thus  he . 

Being  fully  convinced,  Sir,  that  Hanover 
flood  in  greater  need  of  a  Minifter  than  any 
place  I  knew,  I  accepted  of  their  call  to  fettle 
there,  and  obtained  the  licenfure  of  four 
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Meeting-Houfes  in  Ottober  1748.  In  fome 
of  which  you  will  fee  perhaps  four  or  five 
hundred  hearers,  and  fometimes  twice  that 
number ;  the  church-people  in  general  being 
eager  to  hear.  7  his  I  looked  upon  at  hrft 
as  proceeding  from  meer  curiofity ;  but  as  it 
continues  in  general  without  abatement,  and 
in  fome  places  feems  to  increafe,  I  cannot 
but  look  upon  it  as  an  happy  prefage,  &c . 

Hanover  in  Virginia ,  June  28,  1751. 


A  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Samuel 
Davies  at  Virginia ,  to  Mr  R .  C.  Dated 
Aprils  1758. 

Dear  Sir, 

HP  HE  box  of  Books  tranfmitted  to  me,  is 
at  length  fafely  arrived  at  Virginia ,  I 
was  indeed  apprehenfive  that  Providence  had 
conduced  it  to  France  to  increafe  the  number 
of  perfccuted  Huguenots  there ;  and  I  could 
not  but  follow  it  with  my  prayers.  But 
blefled  be  Gon  this  additional  charity  is  de- 
figned  for  this  guilty  and  necefTitous  part  of 
the  earth  ;  and  I  flrongly  hope  the  ufual  bJefs- 
ing  will  attend  them  for  the  immortal  ad  van** 
tage  of  needy  multitudes. 

I  he  Negroes  in  Virginia  who  have  em¬ 
braced  the  Gofpel,  or  who  are  under  any 
promiling  impreflions,  are  generally  in  the 

bounds 
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bounds  of  our  congregations.  In  other  parts 
of  Virginia  where  there  are  no  Diffenters, 
there  are  indeed  many  thoulands  of  Negroes 
who  are  negledled  or  inftru<fted  juft  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  character  of  the  eftablifhed  Clergy 
in  their  feveral  parilhes.  And  I  am  really 
forry  to  tell  you,  that  I  know  but  of  one 
within  two  hundred  miles  of  Hanover ,  re¬ 
markably  zealous  in  this  apoftolic  work  ;  but 
in  fuch  places  neither  I  nor  my  brethren  can 
be  of  any  fervice  but  by  our  occafional  la¬ 
bours.  —  There  are  indeed  fome  diffenting 
congregations  of  white  people  in  this  Colony 
not  yet  fupplied  with  Minifters  ;  but  they 
are  generally  in  embryo  as  yet,  and  therefore 
the  Prefbytery  appoint  fome  of  their  members 
to  officiate  occafionally  among  them,  till  they 
are  able  to  maintain  Minifters.  I  his  pre¬ 
caution  is  the  more  necefi'ary  as  fome  of  my 
brethren  here  are  in  great  want,  through  the 
inability  or  illiberality  of  their  people.  But 
while  poor  themfelves,  I  hope  they  make 
many  rich. 

Since  my  laft,  I  have  baptized  five  or  fix 
adult  Negroes ;  and  I  have  the  fame  number 
now  under  examination.  Thofe  that  have 
been  formerly  admitted,  as  far  as  I  can  learn, 
do  in  general  behave  as  becometh  Chriftians, 
though  there  are  fome  inftances  of  apoftafy. 
I  am  afraid  the  bleffed  Spirit,  the  only  author 
of  true  Religion  in  the  fons  of  men,  is  not 
working  fo  remarkably  among  them  as  for¬ 
merly  ;  though  they  are  as  eager  as  ever  to 
learn  to  read,  and  I  am  in  great  hopes  they 
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will  make  a  good  ufe  of  the  Books  which 
have  been  given  them.  — I  alfo  find,  fince  I 
have  been  your  Almoner,  that  there  are  many 
more  poor  families  of  white  people  than  I  ex- 
pe£ted,  unable  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  books, 
or  to  fend  their  children  to  read  for  want  of 
them.  And  the  good  effedfs  of  the  Britijh 
charity  upon  fuch  as  have  received  any,  are 
already  very  apparent. — I  have  likewife  con- 
verfed  with  fundry  thoughtlefs  creatures,  and 
been  credibly  informed  of  more,  who  by 
reading  your  books  have  been  awakened  to 
fome  ferious  fenfe  of  Religion ;  and  about 
three  weeks  ago  I  had  the  pleafure  of  receiv¬ 
ing  one  of  them  to  the  Lord’s  Table. 

Befides  my  Rated  labours  at  home  at  four 
Meeting-Houfes,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  dis¬ 
tant  from  each  other,  I  have  this  fummer 
been  called  abroad  more  frequently  than  ufual. 
About  a  fortnight  ago  I  preached  upon  a  new 
invitation  in  Effex^  near  forty  five  miles  off, 
to  a  numerous,  wondering  croud  ;  and  I  have 
the  fame  profpedfs  of  hurries  and  fatigues  be¬ 
fore  me,  till  winter  difable  me  from  my  ex- 
curfions.  I  often  pray  that  I  may  not  fur- 
vive  my  own  ufefulnefs  ;  and  if  I  muft  be 
idle,  I  had  rather  be  idle  under  ground  than 
above  ground.  But  my  times  are  under  the 
divine  direction,  and  happy  for  me  it  is  fo, 

I  am,  Sir,  Itfc. 

■  Samuel  Davies. 
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A  Letter  from  the  Rev  Mr  Wright 
at  Virginia ,  to  Mr  R.  C.  Dated  Au- 
guft  30,  1758. 

Dear  Sir,  -  • 

I  HAVE  been  almoft  ftupified  forfome  time 
paft  by  a  complication  of  diforders,  occa- 
fioned  by  being  three  days  fucceflively  wet  on 
a  journey,  which  brought  me  to  the  brink  of 
tne  woild  of  fpirits.  But  God  appeared  for 
my  reliei,  and  had  pity  on  the  poor  flock  over 
whom  I  am  an  overfeer ;  and  I  truft  we  may 
both  fay.  It  is  good  for  us  that  I  have  been  af¬ 
flicted,  tor  I  have  preached  with  more  fpiri- 
tual  dexterity,  engagednefs  and  folemnity 
than  ever  I  did  in  my  life  before,  and  the 
efFedf  was  anfwerable ;  for  from  May  to  the 
middle  o  {June,  one  hundred  and  thirty  perfons 
got  under  very  hopeful  religious  imprefTions, 
among  whom  were  about  twenty  Ethiopians , 
who  fpoke  to  me  about  their  fouls  concerns. 
—  The  black  communicants  are  as  eminent 
Chriftians  as  I  have  in  my  congregation  :  had 
I  time  to  relate  to  you  the  exercifes  of  the 
•moff  favage  boy  of  them,  you  would  not 
only  be  pleafed  but  tranfported.  —  After  I 
received  the  Books  I  gave  notice  thereof,  and 
the  Sunday  following  above  feventy  Negroes 
came  to  me  after  divine  fervice  was  over, 
and  it  would  have  charmed  your  very  heart 
to  fee  their  earneftnefs  for  books  ;  I  could 
not  fupply  them  all,  and  they  were  like  to 
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quarrel  with  me  and  one  another  for  more 
Books.  Upon  relating  what  the  good  people 
of  England  did  for  them,  they  were  roufed 
out  of  their  favage  and  fpiritual  lethargy,  to 
a  rational  and  vigorous  attempt  to  read  the 
divine  Oracles.  And  believe  me,  thofe  that 
are  religious  among  them  are  the  moft  docile, 
linen thufiaftic  converts  I  ever  faw  or  read  of. 


A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr  Davies 
in  Virginia ,  to  Mr  J.  F.  Dated  An - 
gllft  26,  1758. 

Dear  Sir, 

HEaven  and  earth  feem  to  confpire  to  aflift 
me  and  my  fellow-labourers  in  this  re¬ 
mote  corner  of  the  world,  in  promoting  Chris¬ 
tianity  among  the  Out-cajls  of  mankind.  The 
large  collection  of  Books  fent  from  the  So- 
ciety,  and  other  Benefadtors,  have  been  dis¬ 
tributed  in  various  parts  of  the  country  by 
my  own  hands,  or  thofe  equally*  faithful ; 
and  it  is  with  great  pleafure  I  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  renew  my  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ments,  and  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  re¬ 
ception  they  have  met  with. 

I  think,  Sir,  I  can  honeftly  declare,  I 
never  felt  fo  much  gratitude  to  any  perfonal 
benefadfor  in  all  my  life,  as  I  have  felt  to 
thofe  generous  friends  to  religion  and  man¬ 
kind,  who  have  done  me  the  honour  of  mak- 
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ing  me  their  Almoner . —  And  could  they  ob- 
ferve  the  natural  and  ftriking  indications  of 
gratitude,  in  the  language,  the  looks,  and  the 
geftures  of  their  poor,  unpolifhed  beneficia¬ 
ries,  they  would  be  immediately  convinced, 
as  I  have  been,  they  have  never  done  an  aCt 
of  charity  that  was  requited  with  more  fin- 
cere  and  ardent  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the 
receivers. 

I  have  the  pleafure  of  hearing  the  good  ef¬ 
fects  of  th  is  charity  upon  fundry  in  various 
parts.  I  have  myfelf  lately  received  two  new 
communicants  (white  people)  the  one  very 
thoughtful,  and  determined  upon  a  religious 
life  \  the  other  the  mod  broken-hearted,  hope¬ 
ful  penitent  I  have  converfed  with  for  fome 
years  ;  who  both  received  their  religious  im- 
prefiions  from  that  pungent,  irrefiftible  little 
piece,  the  CompaJJionate  Addrefs*  —  And  juft 
now  a  young  man  of  good  fenfe,  agreeably 
intruded  upon  me  at  my  ftudies,  earneftly  in¬ 
quiring  the  way  of  falvation  j  and  I  find  by 
converfing  with  him,  he  appears  a  penitent, 
humbled  finner,  feeking  after  Jesus.  You 
and  my  other  friends  were  the  means  of  his 
conviction,  by  fending  over  Baxter  s  Call  to 
the  Unconverted :  A  book  that  deferves  to  be 
adorned  with  the  names  of  hundreds  of  con¬ 
verts,  as  trophies  of  victory. — I  frankly  own, 
it  at  once  mortifies  and  pleafes  me,  that,  in 
more  inftances  than  thefc,  God  has  as  it 
were  taken  the  work  out  of  my  hand,  and 
blefied  the  endeavours  of  good  men  four  thou- 
fand  miles  oft',  for  the  converficn  of  finners, 

while 
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while  my  feeble  addrefles  to  them  has  had 
little  or  no  effe£L 

The  Spelling-books  have  been  a  new  excite¬ 
ment  to  the  Negroes  to  learn  to  read  ;  and 
many  of  them  are  making  good  progrefs  in 
it.  —  I  can  hardly  exprefs  the  pleafure  it  af¬ 
fords  me  to  turn  to  that  part  of  the  gallery 
where  they  lit,  and  fee  fo  many  of  them  with 
their  Pfalm  or  Hymn  Books,  turning  to  the 
part  then  fung,  and  afiifting  their  fellows, 
who  are  beginners,  to  find  the  place ;  and 
then  all  breaking  out  in  a  torrent  of  facred 
harmony,  enough  to  bear  away  the  whole 
congregation  to  heaven. 

I  mull:  not  forget  to  inform  you,  that  fince 
I  have  been  the  Almoner  of  my  Britijh  friends, 
I  have  found  many  more  white  families  than 
I  expected,  unable  to  furnifh  themfelves  with 
Books  ;  who  are  very  willing  to  make  a  good 
ufe  of  them ;  and  they  and  their  children 
have  received  great  advantage  from  this  cha¬ 
rity. 

Upon  the  whole,  when  I  refleCi:  how  much 
this  charity  was  needed  in  thefe  parts  —  how 
unexpectedly  it  was  procured  —  what  a  new 
face  of  things  it  has  introduced,  both  among 
Europeans  and  African  Slaves  —  and  what  a 
noble  fpirit  it  difcovers  in  the  contributors, 
in  thefe  dregs  of  time.  I  am  agreeably  over¬ 
whelmed  ;  and  have  not  language  to  exprefs 
myfelf  to  God  or  man.  In  this  view  I 
often  accommodate  the  exclamation  of  Balaam , 
What  hath  GOD  wrought  ! 

I  am,  Sir, 

A 
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A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr  Todd  at 
Hanover ,  Virginia ,  to  Mr  5.  F.  Dated 
November  18,  1758. 

Dear  Sir, 

T  BEG  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  with 
*  unfpeakable  pleafure  and  fatisfa&ion  dif- 
tributed  the  greateft  part  of  the  books  I  had 
the  happinefs  to  receive  from  that  charitable 
Society,  which  I  am  perfuaded  is  approved 
of  God,  and  is  inexpreflibly  dear  to  multi¬ 
tudes  in  this  guilty  and  diftant  land.  The 
blefling  of  many  ready  to  perifh  I  doubt  not 
will  reft  upon  the  good  benefactors. 

With  uncommon  eagernefs,  multitudes  of 
Negroes  and  white  people  flocked  to  my  houfe 
to  get  books,  upon  the  flrft  notice  of  my 
having  them  to  difpofe  of ;  they  received  them 
with  the  utmoft  thankfulnefs,  and  with  feri- 
ous  promifes  religioufly  to  improve  them.  — 
The  poor  Slaves  are  now  commonly  engaged 
in  learning  to  read  ;  fome  of  them  can  read 
the  Bible,  others  can  only  fpell ;  and  fome 
are  juft  learning  their  letters.  —  But  there  is 
a  general  alteration  among  them  for  the  bet¬ 
ter.  The  facred  hours  of  the  Sabbath ,  that 
ufed  to  be  fpent  in  frolicking,  dancing,  and 
other  profane  courfes,  are  now  employed  in 
attending  upon  public  ordinances,  in  learn¬ 
ing  to  read  at  home,  or  in  praying  together, 
and  finging  the  praifes  of  God  and  the  Lamb. 
A  delightful  change  as  to  many,  but  efpe- 

dally 
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daily  in  the  pious  few  who  give  good  evi¬ 
dence  that  it  is  in  them  a  faving  change. 

What  joy,  what  tranfport  would  it  afford 
the  truly  pious  among  you,  to  fee  a  goodly 
number  of  thefe  poor  Africans  fit  down  at  a 
facramental  table  !  not  like  frozen  formalifts, 
but  like  affectionate,  ferious  Chriftians,  un¬ 
able  to  rife  up  from  a  table  appointed  to  com¬ 
memorate  a  Redeemer’s  love,  with  dry  eyes  ! 

It  has  given  me  great  diftrefs,  that  I  have 
been  forced  to  turn  away  empty  feveral  of  thefe 
poor  creatures,  who  frequently  come  to  me 
for  Books. — I  am,  with  moft  unfeigned  thanks 
to  the  Society  for  favours  received* 

Yours,  EsrV, 

John  Todd. 


A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr  Hutfon  at 
South  Carolina ,  to  Mr  J.  F ’  Dated 

July  u,  1758. 

npHIS  is  accompanied  with  the  warmeft 
gratitude  for  the  late  parcel  of  Books  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Society,  to  diftribute  among 
tne  poor  with  us.  Thefe  may  now  inform 
you,  that  I  have  difpofcd  of  them  in  the  beft 
manner  I  could  ;  and  that  they  were  received 
with  abundant  thankfgivings  to  their  bene¬ 
factors  ;  praifing  God  that  he  hath  put  it  in¬ 
to  the  hearts  cf  Chrihians  to  be  thus  ufeful. 

Particularly 
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Particularly  the  poor  Negroes ,  many  of  whom 
feem  to  be  under  ferious  imprefiions ;  and  a 
number  of  them  I  trud  are  favingly  converted. 
I  muft  confefs  that  the  vital  part  of  Religion 
among  us  at  this  time,  feems  to  be  chiefly 
among  them.  —  I  was  extremely  glad  of  the 
Books  for  their  fakes,  efpecially  the  Bibles, 
Dr  Watts's  Pfalms  and  Hy  mns ,  and  the  Com- 
'pajfionate  Addrefs.  But,  O!  with  what  thanks 
fulnefs  were  they  received  by  them ;  and  I 
doubt  not  but  that  honourable  Society  has 
had  many  of  their  prayers  put  up  to  God  for 
them. 

I  underdand  that  feveral  of  them  meet  once 
a  week  and  fpend  fome  time  in  finging,  pray¬ 
ing,  and  reading  the  Bible,  or  fome  of  thofe 
good  books.  What  a  mercy  is  it  that  the 
Lord  is  ftretching  forth  his  hand  towards 
Ethiopia!  May  God  carry  on  his  work 
more  and  more  among  them.  —  Some  of  the 
books- 1  fent  to  the  poor  people  in  the  Back - 
fettlements ,  and  underdand  that  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  thankfully,  and  have  been  very  ufe- 
ful. 

I  know  not  what  I  flball  do  with  the  poor 
Negroes  who  drill  apply  to  me  for  Books,  par¬ 
ticularly  Spelling-books ;  may  the  Lord  pity 
thofe  ignorant  Arrangers.  It  is  matter  of  con- 
folation  to  me  that  there  is  a  religious  Soci¬ 
ety  who,  notwithflranding  the  di dance  of 
four  thoufand  miles,  are  concerned  for  the 
ignorant  and  carelefs  poor,  and  Lupply  them 
with  the  means  of  religious  knowledge.  — 
Surely  that  Society  is  of  GOD.  —  I  en¬ 
treat 


treat  you  to  prefent  my  thanks  unto  them, 
and  hope  they  fhall  not  want  my  poor  peti¬ 
tions  at  the  throne  of  grace  for  fuccefs  on 
their  endeavours. 


I  am,  Sir,  Cfc> 


W.  Hutsok, 


A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  JchnJVright , 
of  Cumberland  County,  Virginia ,  to  Mr 
J.  F.  Dated  November ,  1759* 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Received  your  affectionate  letter,  with  a 
parcel  of  books,  for  which  I  humbly  thank 
you  in  the  behalf  of  the  Poor ,  and  the  Negroes 
in  this  part  of  Virginia.  I  have  reafon  to 
•think  they  have  been  the  means  of  eternal 
advantage  already  to  many,  whites  and  blacks. 
Your  prayers,  dear  Sir,  and  thofe  of  many 
others  have  been  evidently  heard  in  behalf  of 
the.  poor  llaves  in  Virginia.  Indeed  thefe 
twelve  months  the  wrork  of  G  o  d  is  flopped 
among  the  whites  here,  and  ever  fince  it  fprings 
up  among  the  Negroes  *,  and  that  among  thole 
who  do  not  live  among  fuch  as  profefs  Reli¬ 
gion,  but  are  under  all  poffible  diladvantages. 
Nine  of  C.  C.’s  Negroes  are  under  examina¬ 
tion  for  fitting  at  the  Lord’s  Table  next  Sab- 
•bath,  and  five  or  fix  for  Baptifm  ;  befides 

fundry  others  who  feem  anxioufly  thoughtful 

about 
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about  a  future  date.  In  fhort,  among  the 
Negroes  I  have  moft  of  my  comfort  now, 
except  a  few  of  the  godly  who  walk  circum- 
fpe&ly  and  near  the  Lord.  —  May  the  Al¬ 
mighty  continue  your  Society  in  its  full 
drength,  as  a  magazine  to  blow  up  and  de- 
droy  the  kingdom  of  darknefs.  May  the 
members  and  benefactors  of  it  receive  a  thou- 
fand-fold  in  this  life. 

As  to  the  progrefs  of  the  Negroes  in  learn¬ 
ing?  it  is  but  little  this  year.  The  Lord  has 
opened  the  windows  of  heaven  over  Virginia , 
and  poured  bleilings  till  there  is  no  room  to 
receive  them  !  I  never  faw  fuch  a  plentiful 
harved  in  Virginia  of  every  kind  :  This  you 
fee  will  oblige  not  only  the  (laves,  but  the 
whites  to  be  continually^  engaged;  therefore 
can  get  no  time  to  learn  their  books.  How¬ 
ever,  I  have  didributed  the  books  among 
•them,  and  the  poor,  and  am  now  ready  for 
the  didribution  of  more,  if  Providence  opens 
the  door. 

What  marvellous  things  has  God  done 
for  us  in  America ,  and  confequently  for  you 
in  Great  Britain  /  With  what  irrefidible  ra¬ 
pidity  did  our  conqueds  go  on  !  The  Lord 
has  and  will  hear  the  prayers  of  the  upright 
in  heart.  This  our  Popifh  enemies  may  now 
fee  and  feel.  O  that  our  dear  King  and  Fel- 
3ow-Subje£ls  may  afcribe  all  the  praife  and 
glory  to  God  alone. 

I  have  fome  thoughts  of  feeing  you  face  to 
face  in  London ,  if  the  Lord  fparcs  my  life* 
This  is  a  perplexing  world,  especially  for  a 

centinel 
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centinel  that  (lands  upon  the  walls  of  'Jeru- 
falem .  Alas  !  but  few  (land  firm  with  him 
after  a  few  years  hot  fighting.  My  love  to 
your  dearefl  friends,  &c, 

John  Wright* 


A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr  Rich ar el¬ 
fin  at  Wax f aw  in  South  Carolina ,  to 
Mr  J.'F.  Dated  May  6,  1760. 

Dear  Sir, 

T  AM  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Books 
**■  you  procured  for  me  ;  though  my  abfence 
for  fome  time  has  obliged  me  to  give  them 
into  other  hands  to  difperfe  for  me. 

In  October  1758,  I  undertook  a  miflion  to 
the  Cherokees  ;  hearing  from  Mr  Martin ,  my 
predeceflor,  their  delire  to  be  inflru6led  in 
the  Chriflian  faith  ;  but  by  the  time  I  got 
to  that  nation  they  were  much  of  another 
opinion,  feveral  of  their  people  having  been 
killed  by  the  Virginians  on  their  return  from 
the  Northward,  for  their  theft  and  plunder¬ 
ing.  This  enraged  them  fo  much,  that  after 
I  had  flayed  near  three  months  among  them 
I  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  give  me  a 
public  hearing,  except  in  one  fmall  town. 

At  that  time  their  whole  talk  was  War 
with  the  white  people :  So  as  I  was  of  no 
fervice  to  them  I  refigned  the  Indian  miflion, 

cfpecially  finding  my  health  Very  much  im¬ 
paired 
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paired  by  the  great  colds  I  got  by  lying  a- 

mong  the  mountains  in  the  winter.  _ The 

Cberokecs  foon  after  my  departure  broke  out 
into  open  war,  and  killed  feveral  of  our  peo¬ 
ple.  Governor  Lyttleton  went  againfl:  them, 
they  made  peace,  and  as  foon  as  the  army 
v/as  difbanded  broke  out  again,  and  now  carry 
deffrudlion,  delolation  and  ruin  along  with 
them,  having  made  our  frontiers  a  wafle  and 
an  Aceldama. 

In  May  1 7  59^  ^  fettled  in  a  congregation 
below  the  Catawba  nation,  to  whom  I  hoped 
I  might  be  ufeful,  through  the  divine  blefs- 
ing  ;  but  my  fickly  conftitution,  and  their 
differences  with  the  white  people,  prevented 
me.  The  Small-pox  fpread  among  them 
furprizingly,  on  which  they  fled  to  the  woods, 
and  died  in  great  numbers  ;  which,  with  the 
prelent  diffurbances,  have  made  them  leave 
their  towns,  fo  that  they  are  at  prefent  out 
of  my  reach. 

We  are  now  in  very  diffr effing  circum- 
ftances.  The  country  above  my  congrega¬ 
tion,  once  fettled,  is  now  a  wildernefs ; 
fome  killed,  others  fealped,  others  drove  from 
their  habitations,  others  carried  away  captive, 
and  fome  put  to  death  in  the  moil  cruel  man¬ 
ner. — My  houfe  is  not  above  five  miles  from 
the  frontier  inhabitants  ;  almofl:  every  night 
we  expe£t  to  be  awakened  with  the  Indian 
hollow,  or  the  dying  groans  of  fome  of  the 
family.  An  army  is  preparing  againfl:  them, 
but  our  motions  are  far  flower  than  theirs ; 

our 
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our  manner  of  carrying; on  war  being  very 
different. 

My  fuccefs  in  the  mini  dry  is  very  fmall. 
The  younger  part  of  my  congregation  indeed 
attend  with  feeming  folemnity,  as  well  as  the 
more  aged  ;  which  gives  me  fome  encourage¬ 
ment  to  hope  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  filently 
carrying  on  a  work  of  grace  on  their  hearts ; 
and  they  are  in  general  of  a  good,  moral  cha¬ 
racter  ;  which  I  am  often  reminding  them  is 
too  weak  a  foundation  to  build  their  hopes 
of  the  divine  favour  upon.  —  About  fifty  of 
them  lately  joined  in  full  communion,  and 
feveral  gave  good  realons  for  their  hope  ;  tho’ 
others  had  not  attained  fuch  lengths.  But, 
alas  !  divine  influences  feem  to  be  much  with¬ 
held  at  this  time.  —  Religion,  vital  Religion 
being  on  the  decline. 

Miniffers  along  the  frontiers  are  very  fcarce. 
I  know  but  one  befides  myfelf  along  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  North  and  South  Carolina ,  and  Geor¬ 
gia  ;  nor  for  an  hundred  miles  down  the 
country  below  them.  Judge  ye  what  a  piti¬ 
able  condition  the  numerous  inhabitants  are 
in  for  want  of  the  Gofpel ;  which  in  fome 
meafure  may  be  made  up  by  Books.  —  I  am 
pleafed  with  the  Society’s  method  of  diftri- 
bution  and  choice  of  Books.  —  7'here  are 
multitudes  here  crying  for  the  bread  of  life, 
and  none  to  difpenfe  it  to  them.  Ignorance 
greatly  prevails,  which  may  be  removed  by 
good  Books. 

I  wifli  I  had  a  number  of  the  Compajfionate 
Addrefs ,  and  fome  t  rafts  againft  Swearing , 

Drunken - 
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Drunkennefs ,  Sabbath -breaking,  &c.  which 
Books  appear  to  be  excellently  adapted  to  the 
cafe  of  country.  I  fliall  not  diftribute 
them  to  my  own  people,  but  intend  to  fend 
or  take  fome  of  them  to  Pec-Dee ,  where 
wickednefs  triumphs.  They  have  no  Mi- 
nifter ,  and  I  know  not  if  they  have  the  form 

of  Religion.  I  intend  to  vifit  them  very 
foon. 

I  am,  &c. 

W.  Richardson. 


A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr  Todd  in 
Hanover  County,  Virginia ,  to  Mr  B.F. 
Dated  Auguft  7,  1760. 

'  NE  poor  fubjedfs  of  the  generous  charity 
A  of  the  Society,  both  white  and  black, 
have  received  inexprefllble  advantage  from 
the  well-chofen  donations  fent  hither.  I 
would  beg  leave  to  return  the  mod  grateful 
thanks  to  the  generous  members  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  in  Great  Britain ,  for  their  pious  libe¬ 
rality  to  the  poor  in  this  uncultivated  clime. 

I  cannot  point  out  the  exadf  number,  but 
am  well  affured  fome  hundreds  of  Negroes , 
befides  white  people,  can  read  and  fpell,  who 
a  few  years  fince  did  not  know  one  letter. 
And  the  facred  hours  of  the  Sabbath ,  with 
other  leifure  times,  are  improved  in  reading 
and  other  profitable  exercifes,  which  were 
not  long  fince  proftituted  to  vicious  practices ; 

and 
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and  a  goodly  number  are,  in  a  judgment  of 
charity,  brought  out  of  darknefs  into  God’s 
marvellous  light. 

To  fee  a  goodly  number  come,  time  after 
time,  with  great  concern  and  ferioufnefs,  with 
the  important  inquiry,  &/V,  What  Jhall  I  do 
to  be  faved?  how  fhall  I  get  an  intereft  in  the 
great  Redeemer  ?  — To  fee  them  attend  pub¬ 
lic  worfhip  ftatedly,  at  the  diftance  of  eight, 
ten  or  twelve  miles  ;  and  frequently  wanting 
private  inftructions  from  their  Minifter,  not 
being  fatisfied  with  public  alone:  —  To  fee 
them  full  of  pious  jealoufies  and  tremblings 
about  a  worthy  approach  to  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per,  and  give  fuch  hopeful  evidence  of  their 
right  to  it: — To  find  them  reading,  praifing 
God  in  pfalms  and  hymns,  and  praying  in 
companies  !  —  In  a  word,  driving  to  enter 
in  at  the  ftrait  gate.  What  encouragements 
are  thefe  to  benevolent  minds,  to  help  for¬ 
ward  the  falvation  of  multitudes  !  I  dare  fay 
the  Books  given  by  the  Society  have  greatly 
contributed  to  produce  thefe  happy  effects, 
which  myfelf  and  others  have  feen ;  and  feen 
in  fome  inftances  with  pleafing  amazement ! 

I  have  been  obliged  to  turn  fundry  empty 
away  who  have  come  to  me  for  Watts  s  Pfalms 
and  Hymns ,  the  American  Pfahnody ,  and  Watts's 
Catechifms .  Sundry  of  the  Negroes  and  poor 
white  people  have  come  to  me  for  a  Prayer- 
Book  to  help  them  in  that  divine  exercife,  but 
having  nothing  of  that  kind  well  fuited  to 
their  capacities,  I  wifli  we  could  be  favoured 
with  a  final  1  collection  of  devout,  familiar 

Prayers 
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Prayers  for.  their  ufe,  in  our  next  parcel  of 
books ;  which  I  am  eagerly  looking  for,  and 
have  great  need  of. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  affedHonate  faluta- 
tions  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Society, 
theirs  and  yours, 

John  Todd, 


A  Letter  from  Serjeant  Hannon  at 
Goree  in  Africa ,  to  Mr  G.  R .  Dated 

December  19,  1760. 

Sir, 

TP  H  E  Books  which  the  Society  fent  to 
Goree  were  thankfully  received  by  the 
few  people  that  are  enquiring  their  way  Zion¬ 
ward  ;  and  be  ye  well  affured,  that  in  a  more 
acceptable  time  fuch  a  blefftng  could  not 
come.  The  people  were  fomewhat  difcom- 
fited  by  the  death  of  your  late  friend  Serjeant 
Adam  JobnJlon ,  ( a  pious ,  zealous,  and  ufeful 
man)  but  now,  blefled  be  God,  there  feems 
to  be  a  flir  among  the  dry  bones,  and  all 
feem  to  put  on  new  refolutions,  and  fay,  That 
although  they  are  in  a  diftant  ifland,  the  Lord 
vouchfafes  to  blefs  them,  and  fend  them  large 
fupplies  :  And  thus  they  rejoice  to  think  that 
God  hath  not  utterly  forfaken  them;  for 
none  can  fet  limits  to  his  bountiful  hand. 

They  are  greatly  delighted  with  the  Bibles , 
for  there  were  fcarce  any  in  the  ifland  before 

B  they 
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they  came.  They  feem  to  be  much  profited 
by  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Religion  in  the  Soul. 
Likewise  G  o  d  has  been  pleafed  to  blefs  the 
reading  of  Baxters  Call  to  the  Unconverted ,  I 
hope,  to  many  fouls.  And  TVatts  s  Pfahns 
are  efteemed  a  great  blefling  :  likewife  all  the 
other  books  are  of  great  ufe  to  thofe  of  weak 
capacities. 

They  are  always  exprefling  their  tender 
love  and  affe&ion  for  the  dear  people  that 
were  fo  mindful  of  them,  as  to  fupply  them 
with  fuch  divine  and  necefTary  helps,  refpedf- 
ing  their  everlafting  falvation.  And  thus  I 
am  fare  the  charitable  end  the  Society  has 
in  view  for  Promoting  Religious  Knowledge 
among  the  Poor ,  is  gracioufly  anfwered  ;  and 
I  think  that  they  have  reafon  to  rejoice  that 
the  Lord  blefles  their  endeavours  in  fo  boun¬ 
tiful  a  manner.  Two  of  our  little  number 
came  to  me  rejoicing,  and  laid.  That  if  a  le¬ 
gacy  of  a  thoufand  pounds  had  been  fent,  it 
would  not  have  been  efteemed  in  comparifon 
with  thefe  books  ;  and  they  unanimoufly  join 
in  prayer  that  your  charitable  prefent  may 
have  its  due  effedf,  &c, 

John  Hannon. 


A 
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A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr  Wright, 
of  Cumberland  County,  Virginia ,  to 
Mefirs  J.  and  B.  F.  Dated  January 
6,  1761. 

W  HEN  1  came  here  at  firft,  fix  years 
ago  laft  November ,  there  were  not  above 
four  or  five  apparent  Chriftians  among  the 
people.  In  July  following  I  received  about 
an  hundred  to  the  Lord’s  Table,  who  never 
fat  there  before.  Thirteen  months  after  ninety 
more  were  added  to  that  happy  number. 
Every  year  fince  I  have  had  two  facraments, 
and  I  never  milled  receiving  thirty  or  forty 
new  communicants  at  each  feafon,  to  this  day. 
And  though  I  have  been  often  ready  to  fear 
the  harveft  is  part,  yet,  blefTed  be  his  holy 
name,  God  hath  hitherto  been  better  to  me 
than  my  fears ;  but  what  feems  to  crown  all 
the  reft  of  the  work  of  grace  in  thefe  parts 
is,  that  Ethiopia  hath  flretched  out  her  hands 
to  G  o  d  beyond  my  moft  fanguine  expecta¬ 
tions  :  And  I  dare  fay  it  was  owing  to  the 
great  number  of  Books  fent  from  England , 
by  the  unparalleled  charity  of  the  good  people 
there,  with  their  prayers  attending  them. 
Verily,  my  dear  friends,  you  (hall  have  your 
reward. 

And  now  I  can  tell  you,  to  the  joy  of  all 
the  upright  in  heart,  that  I  have  baptized,  as 
near  as  I  can  guefs,  between  fixty  and  feventy  *, 
old  and  young.  And  received  from  firft  to 

B  2  laft 

*  Negroes  we  fuppofe  he  means, 
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laft  between  thirty  and  forty  to  the  Lord's' 
Table  ;  and  I  think  I  have  now  fifteen  or 
twenty  catecumens  and  candidates  for  the  Sa¬ 
crament.  —  There  are  between  thirty  and 
forty  of  Colonel  Cary  s  Negroes  under  reli¬ 
gious  impreffons.  It  would  charm  your  , 
hearts  to  behold  their  ferfoufnefs  and  beha¬ 
viour  ;  but  efpecially  to  hear  their  religious 
experience  of  God’s  grace  upon  their  minds  : 
their  abafing  fenfe  of  the  vilenefs  of  their 
hearts ;  their  deep  humility,  and  ftrenuous 
endeavours  after  holinels,  are  very  furpriz- 
ing  ;  and  indeed  beyond  the  Whites  who  are 
truly  godly,  as  far  as  I  can  judge. 

There  is  fomething  providentially  gracious 
in  their  fituation.  Their  Steward,  two  Over- 
feers  and  their  wives  are  hopefully  pious  ;  and 
the  Colonel  himfelf  conceives  a  good  opinio# 
of  us,  and  therefore  affords  them  greater  pri¬ 
vileges  and  indulgencies. —  I  his  Gentleman’s 
brother  in  law.  Captain  Bell ,  thanked  me 
the  other  day  for  the  good  I  had  done  his 
Negroes ,  by  my  Preaching,  Books,  & c.  hy¬ 
ing,  They  were  more  dutiful  and  diligent 
than  they  ufed  to  be.  Thefe  flaves  have  fe~ 
ventcen  miles  to  come  to  my  neareft  place  of 
worfhip. 

My  landlord  tells  me,  when  he  waited  on 
the  Colonel  at  his  country-feat  two  or  three 
days,  they  heard  the  Slaves  at  worfhip  in  their 
lodges  Tinging  Pfalms  and  Hymns  in  the  even¬ 
ing^  and  again  in  the  morning,  long  before 
break  of  day.  They  are  excellent  fingers, 
and  long  to  get  fome  of  Dr  Watts's  Pfalms 
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and  Hymns ,  which  I  encouraged  them  to 
hope  for. 

Thus  I  have  given  you  a  general  idea  of 
Religion  here,  and  was  I  to  tell  you  of  my 
baptizing  four  or  five  Quakers ,  and  the  reli¬ 
gious  experiences  and  exercifes  of  multitudes, 
it  would  edify  and  furprize  you.  Together 
with  the  alteration  made  in  families  and  neigh¬ 
bourhoods,  and  the  fpread  of  Religion  into 
neighbouring  counties  ;  I  am  perfuaded  fu¬ 
ture  generations,  as  well  as  this,  will  look 
upon  it  to  be  matter  of  wonder  and  praife  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  !  efpecially  if  they  knew  the 
mean  and  wretched  inftrument  he  made  ufe 
of  to  carry  on  this  blefied,  this  everlafting 
work. 

But  I  muft  mention  to  you  one  thing  which 
perplexes  me,  that  is  the  great  poverty  of  my 
people.  To  tell  you  truly  I  was  afraid  to 
keep  an  account  how  little  I  received  from 
them,  Jeff  my  own  heart  fhould  feel  any  dis¬ 
content  ;  but  being  obliged  to  poft  my  books 
laft  September ,  to  my  furprize  I  found  that'  I 
had  received  but  24/.  16  s.  6  d.  in  two  years 
paff. — I  feel  cordially  willing  to  continue 
here  as  long  as  I  can  be  ferviceable  to  the 
caufe  of  Religion  and  the  good  of  fouls,  but 
you  fee  it  is  impoffible  unlefs  the  finger  of 
Go  d  opens  the  hearts  of  the  good  people  of 
England  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  a 
Minijler ,  as  well  as  providing  Books  for  the 
Poor.  I  am  indeed  afhamed  to  mention  thefe 
things,  but  thought  it  my  duty  to  do  it  free¬ 
ly,  to  fee  if  the  Lord  fhould  thereby  incline 

B  3  the 
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the  hearts  of  the  merciful  to  fhew  mercy  to 
this  dear  and  valuable  part  of  the*  church  mi¬ 
litant. —  What  affedts  me  moft  is,  that  my 
Elders  tell  me  they  {hall  never  have  another 
Paftor  if  I  leave  them ;  this  affe&ing  thought 
made  me  defift  from  my  intended  removal  to 

England. 

I  am,  6fc. 

Your  brother  in  tribulation,  and  the 
kingdom  and  patience  of  the 

Lord  Jesus, 

John  Wright. 


A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr  Richard - 
[on  at  South  Carolina ,  to  Mr  J.  F. 
Dated  May  21,  1761. 

I  Received  a  letter  and  fome  books  from  you, 
which  I  found  in  Virginia  when  I  was  there 
laft  October.  In  the  place  where  I  am  now 
fettled  we  have  been  very  much  expofed  to 
the  Cherokees ,  who  have  killed  and  captivated 
ieveral  of  my  dear  people :  but  through  the 
divine  goodnefs,  the  greateft  part  of  our  con¬ 
gregation  have  not  fled  from  their  habitations, 
and  we  are  in  hopes  to  continue. 

As  to  the  Rate  of  Religion  I  muft  not  com¬ 
plain,  having  received  upwards  of  an  hundred 
into  full  communion  with  our  church,  in  lefs 

than  two  years,  and  we  are  in  our  ad- 

milTion, 
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million. —  My  dear  people  are  poor  ;  we  are 
an  infant  fettlement,  but  promife  fair  for  en¬ 
largement. — We  ftand  in  great  need  of  books  \ 
thofe  I  received  from  the  Reverend  Mr  Hut - 
fon ,  now  deceafed,  were  produ&ive  of  good 
effedls.  I  hope  you  will  reprefent  the  great 
fcarcity  of  Minijiers  on  our  frontiers,  where 
there  are  thoufands  of  fouls ;  therefore  unlefs 
good  books  are  diftributed  among  them,  I  am 
afraid  they  will  foon  turn  Heathens ,  and  be 
as  favage  as  the  Indians  themfelves.  I  affurc 
you  there  are  but  two  Miniilers,  one  aged, 
the  other  very  unhealthy  (having  his  confli- 
tution  broken  by  itinerant-preaching  among 
the  Indians)  for  three  hundred  miles  one  way, 
two  hundred  another,  five  hundred  another, 
and  none  at  all  above  us  to  the  weftern  ocean, 
I  hope  our  poor  neighbours  will  be  pitied  by 
you,  and  fupplied  with  books,  I  remain. 


Yours,  &c. 

Wr  Richardson, 


A  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Eleaz . 
Wheelock?  at  Bofton ,  New-England ,  to 
the  Reverend  Mr  IV.  Dated  May  4, 
1761. 


Dear  Sir, 


XT  OUR  letter  came  fafe  to  hand.  The 
*  generous  donation  of  the  M —  of  L — n 
has  encouraged  and  animated  me  in  the  Indian 

affairs, 
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affairs,  and  I  believe  will  encourage  others 
for  the  fame  purpofe  :  The  hearts  and  minds 
of  people  are  more  open  to  the  furtherance  of 
the  great  defign  than  ever  they  were. — The 
work  of  God  is  glorioufly  revived  in  feveral 
parts  of  Connecticut.  After  I  had  appointed 
this  journey,  the  fpirit  of  convi&ion,  which 
before  appeared  in  my  fchool,  and  among  my 
people,  arofe  to  fuch  an  height  as  would  have 
ftopt  my  journey  had  my  motives  to  it  been 
only  fecular.  The  worft  of  my  Englijh  fcholars 
was  furprizingly,  and  I  truft  favingly  wrought 
.upon  :  And  the  moft  of  them  humbled  under 
a  fpirit  of  bondage ;  and  it  feemed  evidently 
fpreading  and  increafing  among  my  people. 
A  joyful  omen  this  that  God  is  making  a 
way  for  his  mercy  to  a  guilty  land. 

I  am  here  requeffed,  purfuant  to  repeated 
and  prefling  defires  of  the  Indians  at  Onoho - 
quake  river,  and  an  hundred  miles  back,  that 
I  would  be  inffrumentai  to  procure  them  a 
Miniffer  or  Minifters.  I  doubt  not  but  that, 
and  feveral  other  favours  I  have  to  afk  for 
the  Indians  will  be  readily  granted.  —  Mr 
Occam ,  my  black  fon,  preached  in  my  pulpit 
five  fabbaths  ago  to  a  full  affembly,  and  to 
good  acceptance.  A  rare  fight  indeed  !  He 
is  going  on  a  Million  to  the  Oncadia  Indians 
as  foon  as  he  can  get  ready,  fupported  by  a 
number  of  Gentlemen  in  New-Tork. 

The  door  is  wide  open  to  fend  the  Gofpel 
to  the  moft  diftant  tribes.  Nothing  is  want¬ 
ing  but  Miflionaries,  Interpreters,  and  Mo¬ 
ney  :  As  to  which,  we  want  the  help  of  all 

that 
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that  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  There 
is  much  to  be  done,  and  now  if  ever  is  the 
time  :  The  Indians  are  now  very  tame.  They 
fear  the  Englijh  will  do  by  them  as  they  are 
confcious  they  would  do  by  us,  if  the  tables 
were  turned.  I  have  enough  to  fay  to  fill  a 
volume.  —  I  wifh  I  had  a  collection  of  Books 
of  the  right  fort  for  my  Indian  boys,  I  ex¬ 
pert  my  fchool  will  foon  be  full  of  them.  — • 
You  have  heard  that  dear  Prefident  Davies  is 
no  more  :  That  dear  college  - —  alas  !  — but 
it  is  enough  that  God  prefides !  I  am,  in 
hafte, 

Yours,  Isfc* 

E.  Wheelgck. 

i 


A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  E.  Wheelock , 
to  the  Reverend  Mr  IV.  Dated  July 

76z- 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

T  HOPE  you  received  mine  of  the  4th  of 
^  May  laft,  inclofing  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
our  noble  benefactor,  and  alluring  him  that 
it  (hall  be  improved  in  the  belt  manner  I  am 
able,  for  the  furtherance  of  the  great  defign 
of  fpreading  the  Gofpel  among  the  poor  In¬ 
dians.  Mr  Occam ,  the  Indian  Minifter,  went 
from  hence  on  a  million  to  the  Oncadi a  Indians^ 

at 
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at  the  motion  and  direction  of  a  number  of 
Gentlemen  at  New-Tork ,  on  the  ioth  of  laid: 
month.  David  Fowler ,  one  of  my  Indian 
fcholars,  accompanied  him,  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  it  he  could,  and  bring  to  this  fchool,  fix 
boys  of  the  fix  nations,  to  be  fitted  as  foon 
as  poffible  for  Interpreters,  or  Miffionaries. 
Three  of  the  fix  are  at  the  expence  of  the 
Scoti/h  commiffioners  in  Bofton ,  the  other  three 
I  take,  in  addition  to  the  fix  boys  now  with 
me,  at  my  own  rife.  — The  journey  which 
David  is  upon  if  he  goes  to  the  Scenacas  is 
about  five  hundred  miles ;  twelve  hundred  he 
will  ride  in  our  wildernefs,  if  he  accomplifhes 
what  he  purpofed  when  he  fet  out.  The 
Lord  mercifully  preferve  him,  and  make  his 
way  profperous  ;  I  have  heard  nothing  from 
them  fince  they  left  me. 

There  is  among  feveral  tribes  near  Sef- 
quannat  river,  a  very  great  concern  and  defire 
to  be  taught  the  way  of  falvation  by  Christ, 
and  fuch  a  door  open  to  preach  the  Gofpel 
to  them  as  never  was  before,  if  we  could  find 
any  way  to  communicate  it  to  them.  —  The 
commiffioners  in  Bojlan  have  appointed  Mr 
Amos  Fhompfon  Miffionary,  and  Mr  Elijha 
Gunn  Interpreter.  There  is  a  vaft  deal  to  be 
done,  and  at  prefent  it  feems  it  muft  be  done 
by  private  perfons  ;  I  do  not  hear  of  any  pro- 
pofal  of  a  public  nature  in  favour  of  the  In¬ 
dians  :  the  difpofition  of  many  feems  to  be  ra¬ 
ther  to  deftroy  their  Lives ,  than  to  do  any 
thing  to  fave  their  Souls.  Nothing  can  be 

done 
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done  without  money,  and  our  people  com¬ 
plain  much  of  the  weight  of  our  charges. 

My  ( Indian )  fchool  is  in  a  growing  con¬ 
dition  ;  but  none  know,  nor  can  they  with¬ 
out  experience  well  conceive,  the  difficulty  of 
educating  an  Indian .  They  would  foon  kill 
themfelves  with  eating  and  doth,  if  conftant 
care  was  not  taken  of  them ;  at  lead:  the  firft 
year. — They  are  ufed  to  fit  upon  the  ground, 
and  it  is  as  natural  to  them  as  feats  to  our 
children.  —  They  are  not  ufed  to  have  any 
cloaths  but  thofe  on  their  backs,  nor  will 
they  without  much  pains  be  brought  to  take 
care  of  any :  they  are  ufed  to  a  fordid  man¬ 
ner  of  drefs,  and  love  it  as  well  as  our  chil¬ 
dren  to  be  clean. — They  are  not  ufed  to  any 
regular  government,  the  fad  confequences  of 
which  you  may  eafily  guefs  at.  —  They  are 
ufed  to  live  from  hand  to  mouth  (as  we  fpeak) 
and  have  no  care  of  futurity.  —  They  have 
never  been  ufed  to  the  furniture  of  an  Englijh 
houfe,  and  do  not  know  but  that  a  looking- 
glafs  is  as  ftrong  as  a  plate  of  iron.  —  Our 
language,  when  they  feem  to  have  got  it,  is 
not  their  mother-tongue,  and  they  cannot  re¬ 
ceive  nor  communicate  in  that  as  in  their  own. 
—  And  they  are  as  unpolifhed  and  unculti¬ 
vated  within  as  without ;  however  experience 
has  taught  us  that  it  may  be  done ;  and  they 
lay  as  open  to  conviction  of  the  truth  of  their 
ftate,  and  there  is  as  much  ground  to  hope 
for  their  converfion,  as  any.  I  am  ftill  of 
opinion  that  the  time  of  God’s  mercy  to  them 
is  now  near  at  hand. 

I  hear 


It  1  " 


I  hear  that  a  large  number  of  captives  whom 
the  Indians  have  taken  at  one  time  and  place 
and  another,  are  lately  brought  into  Albany . 
Among  which  there  was  twenty  nine  who 
have  forgotten  their  name,  and  the  place  they 
were  taken  from  ;  and  it  cannot  as  yet  be 
known  what  family  they  belong  to. 


I  am,  Sir,  & V. 


E.  Wheelock* 


